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TAGS: PINS, PINR, CA 

SUBJECT: EX-RCMP INTELLIGENCE OFEICER DENIES HE SAID THERE 
WAS USG INVOLVEMENT IN QUEBEC IN 1970 

1. IN AN EMOTIONAL 30-MINUTE TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH 

CBC TORONTO EROM JOHANNESBURG, FORMER RCMP INTELLIGENCE 
OFEICER LESLIE J. BENNETT DESCRIBED STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED 
TO HIM IN THE TORONTO STAR SEPT 22 AS "TOTALLY UNTRUE, 
MISCHIEVOUS AND IRRESPONSIBLE." 

2. BENNETT STATED HE DID NOT KNOW HE WAS BEING INTER- 
VIEWED FOR PUBLICATION BY STAR REPORTER TOM HAZLITT AND 
CLAIMED THAT IN FACT HE HAD DENIED VERACITY OF RUMOR 

OF US INVOLVEMENT IN QUEBEC CRISIS WHICH HAZLETT HAD 
QUOTED HIM AS CONFIRMING. HAZLITT, WHO WAS ON ANOTHER 
TELEPHONE IN TORONTO, STUCK TO HIS ACCOUNT BUT CONCEDED 
THAT HE HAD NOT TAKEN ANY NOTES DURING HIS 14-HOUR 
MEETING AND THAT HE HAD RAISED RUMORS OF USG INVOLVEMENT 
WITH BENNETT. 

3. BENNETT INTERVIEW HAS BEEN WIDELY PUBLISHED AND 
APPEARS TO HAVE DISCREDITED HAZLITT STORY. 
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